
6.A OASDI Benefits Awarded: Summary
Table 6.A3.—Number and average monthly benefit, by type of benefit, age, sex, and race,1 1998
[Based on 1-percent sample]

Type of benefit, sex, and age
in month of award

Total 2 White Black Other

Number

Average
monthly
benefit 3 Number

Average
monthly
benefit 3 Number

Average
monthly
benefit 3 Number

Average
monthly
benefit 3

Retired workers 4

Total ........................................................................ 1,642,000 $758.90 1,379,200 $780.60 155,900 $685.50 105,500 $586.80

62–64............................................................................... 1,111,600 710.30 950,400 726.60 93,900 650.50 66,400 562.10
65–69............................................................................... 481,000 866.90 390,100 904.80 56,200 739.50 34,200 647.70
70 or older........................................................................ 49,400 802.60 38,700 852.20 5,800 730.10 4,900 496.30

Men......................................................................... 908,700 892.50 763,400 925.80 85,100 766.60 59,100 649.00

62–64............................................................................... 605,500 846.20 514,100 873.30 55,000 730.50 35,700 639.30
65–69............................................................................... 289,800 981.50 239,400 1,027.90 28,700 821.90 21,300 682.00
70 or older........................................................................ 13,400 1,058.00 9,900 1,181.90 1,400 1,050.20 2,100 479.20

Women ................................................................... 733,300 593.40 615,800 600.50 70,800 588.20 46,400 507.60

62–64............................................................................... 506,100 547.70 436,300 553.80 38,900 537.50 30,700 472.30
65–69............................................................................... 191,200 693.10 150,700 709.30 27,500 653.40 12,900 591.20
70 or older........................................................................ 36,000 707.50 28,800 738.90 4,400 628.30 2,800 509.10

Disabled workers

Total ........................................................................ 603,300 $746.30 439,400 $770.80 107,500 $705.50 55,300 $631.20

Under 30 .......................................................................... 35,700 468.20 24,300 464.10 6,500 456.00 4,900 504.60
30–39............................................................................... 87,800 639.30 59,500 667.10 18,400 585.90 9,800 569.50
40–49............................................................................... 150,500 737.60 104,900 756.50 29,100 704.90 16,000 673.40
50–54............................................................................... 112,400 789.00 81,900 803.30 20,700 785.40 9,500 673.20
55–59............................................................................... 127,000 808.50 96,800 831.10 20,500 768.90 9,500 669.30
60 or older........................................................................ 89,900 834.50 72,000 863.00 12,300 777.50 5,600 593.50

Men......................................................................... 331,400 846.80 244,100 883.50 53,200 789.90 33,300 669.40

Under 30 .......................................................................... 21,000 477.90 14,200 470.70 4,100 489.70 2,700 497.60
30–39............................................................................... 47,400 672.80 32,600 708.70 9,000 610.50 5,700 565.20
40–49............................................................................... 77,800 817.90 55,300 852.10 13,300 758.20 8,800 691.80
50–54............................................................................... 60,500 921.00 43,600 945.00 10,000 944.30 6,600 733.50
55–59............................................................................... 71,600 947.20 55,000 980.70 10,600 886.80 6,000 747.40
60 or older........................................................................ 53,100 970.20 43,400 1,004.90 6,200 902.20 3,500 660.40

Women ................................................................... 271,900 623.80 195,300 630.00 54,300 622.80 22,000 573.40

Under 30 .......................................................................... 14,700 454.30 10,100 454.80 2,400 398.40 2,200 513.20
30–39............................................................................... 40,400 599.90 26,900 616.70 9,400 562.50 4,100 575.50
40–49............................................................................... 72,700 651.60 49,600 649.90 15,800 660.10 7,200 650.80
50–54............................................................................... 51,900 635.00 38,300 642.00 10,700 636.90 2,900 536.10
55–59............................................................................... 55,400 629.20 41,800 634.30 9,900 642.70 3,500 535.40
60 or older........................................................................ 36,800 638.70 28,600 647.60 6,100 650.80 2,100 482.20

Wives

Total ........................................................................ 260,500 $341.60 214,900 $359.40 22,300 $280.20 23,200 $237.80

Wives of retired workers .................................................. 215,700 373.30 182,700 386.30 16,000 324.20 17,000 280.40

 Entitlement based on care of children......................... 13,600 280.20 9,400 304.60 2,200 288.90 2,000 156.10
 Entitlement based on age ........................................... 202,100 379.60 173,300 390.70 13,800 329.90 15,000 297.00
    62–64 ...................................................................... 152,900 368.30 133,600 377.80 8,700 314.10 10,600 292.00
    65–69 ...................................................................... 42,300 430.00 34,800 451.50 4,100 351.00 3,400 305.50
    70 or older ............................................................... 6,900 321.50 4,900 309.70 1,000 380.10 1,000 321.00

Wives of disabled workers ............................................... 44,800 189.10 32,200 206.80 6,300 168.40 6,200 121.20

 Entitlement based on care of children......................... 23,700 132.70 15,300 147.20 3,900 139.30 4,400 79.20
 Entitlement based on age ........................................... 21,100 252.50 16,900 260.70 2,400 215.60 1,800 223.80

Husbands

Total ........................................................................ 9,300 $194.30 7,200 $192.00 400 (5) 1,700 $198.80

Husbands of retired workers............................................ 7,800 212.30 6,100 980.70 300 (5) 1,400 229.10
Husbands of disabled workers......................................... 1,500 100.90 1,100 107.30 100 (5) 300 (5)
See footnotes at end of table.
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Children

Total ........................................................................ 747,200 . . . 477,500 . . . 169,300 . . . 98,200 . . .

Children of retired workers............................................... 102,500 $328.10 67,600 $354.20 22,900 $298.80 11,600 $236.40
Children of deceased workers ......................................... 287,900 517.10 178,200 569.00 68,400 436.70 40,300 428.80
Children of disabled workers............................................ 356,800 196.90 231,700 212.40 78,000 180.70 46,300 147.30

Under age 18 ................................................................... 513,300 296.00 321,800 323.00 115,700 263.10 74,100 231.90
Disabled, aged 18 or older............................................... 39,000 359.30 28,400 370.80 7,100 340.60 3,500 303.80
Students, aged 18–19...................................................... 194,900 445.50 127,300 472.00 46,500 386.00 20,600 417.00

Widowed mothers and fathers

Total ........................................................................ 38,900 $527.20 27,300 $571.90 5,400 $438.30 6,200 $408.20

Under 30 .......................................................................... 5,900 359.50 3,900 381.30 1,000 329.90 1,000 304.20
30–39............................................................................... 14,100 532.00 10,300 576.10 1,500 452.30 2,300 386.20
40–49............................................................................... 12,900 534.80 8,900 582.80 1,800 435.20 2,200 422.10
50–59............................................................................... 4,300 673.90 3,100 724.60 700 492.80 500 612.70
60 or older........................................................................ 1,700 641.50 1,100 688.40 400 (5) 200 (5)

Widowed mothers ............................................................ 35,400 536.80 24,700 584.30 4,800 449.70 5,900 409.00
Widowed fathers .............................................................. 3,500 430.10 2,600 454.00 600 346.40 300 (5)

Nondisabled widows and widowers

Total ........................................................................ 349,700 $783.30 294,800 $815.30 36,700 $631.60 17,700 $564.60

60–64............................................................................... 153,300 718.10 124,500 742.60 18,500 635.70 10,300 570.80
65–69............................................................................... 61,200 771.70 48,000 832.80 9,200 565.00 3,800 516.10
70–74............................................................................... 41,800 814.00 36,600 845.90 4,000 643.30 1,200 409.90
75 or older........................................................................ 93,400 883.90 85,700 898.00 5,000 729.70 2,400 692.20

Widows ............................................................................ 334,800 796.40 282,000 829.90 35,200 638.70 17,200 569.20
Widowers ......................................................................... 14,900 487.40 12,800 492.70 1,500 465.90 500 405.40

Disabled widows and widowers

Total ........................................................................ 28,000 $453.80 18,800 $473.30 6,800 $418.30 2,400 $401.90

50–54............................................................................... 11,000 463.90 7,900 475.90 2,800 436.90 300 (5)
55–59............................................................................... 14,800 461.10 10,100 482.20 2,800 406.80 1,900 429.00
60 or older........................................................................ 2,200 354.30 800 334.50 1,200 401.60 200 (5)

Widows ............................................................................ 26,700 457.30 18,100 475.00 6,200 427.20 2,400 401.90
Widowers ......................................................................... 1,300 381.80 700 430.10 600 325.50 . . . . . .

1 Race and ethnic designations are collected from the form SS-5 (Application for a Social Security Card). For dependents and survivor beneficiaries, race is assumed to be 
the same as that shown on the SS-5 for the wage earner on whose earnings record the benefit is based.

2 Includes persons of unknown race.
3 Benefits awarded before the December increase are converted to the December rates before computation of the averages.
4 Includes conversions from nondisabled widow(er)’s benefits to higher retired-worker benefits.
5 Average benefits not shown for fewer than 500 beneficiaries.

Table 6.A3.—Number and average monthly benefit, by type of benefit, age, sex, and race,1 1998—Continued
[Based on 1-percent sample]

Type of benefit, sex, and age
in month of award

Total 2 White Black Other

Number

Average
monthly
benefit 3 Number

Average
monthly
benefit 3 Number

Average
monthly
benefit 3 Number

Average
monthly
benefit 3
CONTACT:  Rona Blumenthal/Joseph Bondar (410) 965-0163/0162 for further information.
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